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MODIGLIANI´S COMMERCIAL SUCCESS POST-MORTEM
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At this point in the art market, it’s hard not to get inured to the superlatives: the most
valuable private collection sold at auction (the Rockefeller sale last week at Christie’s); the
highest price ever paid for a painting ($450 million for Leonardo da Vinci’s “Salvator Mundi”
in November at Christie’s) and what Sotheby’s had confirmed was the highest estimate ever
placed on a work at auction: $150 million for Amedeo Modigliani’s 1917 painting, “Nu
Couché (Sur Le Côté Gauche).”

The Modigliani barely made it past that figure Monday evening at Sotheby’s, selling for
$157.2 million with fees at a sale that otherwise featured what many agreed were B+
offerings.
“You cannot find any more masterpieces,” said the dealer David Nahmad, adding of
Sotheby’s, “Considering what they had, they did well.”
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Artnet
June 6, 2016
Will This Portrait of Amedeo Modigliani’s Tragic Lover Yield $40 Million at Sotheby’s?
Modigliani's market success seems poised to continue.

Amedeo Modigliani, Jeanne Hébuterne (Au Foulard), 1919. Courtesy of Sotheby's London.
The painter met Hébuterne, a young art student, in 1917, and the two were said to be
inseparable for the last three years of Modigliani’s life. Following his death of tuberculous in
1920, Hébuterne, who was reportedly pregnant with their child, committed suicide by
jumping out of a window.
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Artnet
November 9, 2015
A $170-Million Modigliani Nude Breaks Records at Christie’s $491 Million
‘Artist’s Muse’ Sale

A $170.4-million Modigliani nude topped a solid $491.4-million auction in a packed
salesroom at Christie’s New York Monday, becoming the second-highest highest price in
auction history. Chinese collector Liu Yiqian won the work via a phone bid
(https://news.artnet.com/market/liu-yiqian-modigliani-170-million-360029). Throughout the
evening, the auction house boasted of strong bidding from Asian clients.
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Christie's
June 15th, 2010
Modigliani sells for €43 million at Christie's Paris
An extremely rare 'Tête', dated 1910-12, by Amedeo Modigliani (1884-1920), sells
for €43,185,000 at Christie's Paris, a new world auction record for any work of art
by the artist and a new record for the most expensive work of art ever sold at
auction in France

A sculpted stone head by artist Amedeo Modigliani sold at Christie’s in Paris on Monday for
euro 43.2 million, breaking the record for a work by the Italian artist. “It’s a record for a
work by the artist in any category”, including paintings and sculptures, said Christie’s, which
organised the sale. The head of Christie’s France, Francois de Ricqles, said bidders fought
for nearly 15 minutes to take home the prized work. “Collectors from across the world were
on hand”, either bidding by telephone or through representatives in the auction room, he
said. After offers hit 25 million euros, four bidders remained, with the tug-of-war between
US and European buyers who he refused to name. “We knew the price would fly because
there was huge interest in the last few days for this very beautiful piece,” he said. “The art
market is dynamic when quality works are up for sale. Collectors are after masterpieces and
when one is under the hammer, everyone is on hand.” The 65-centimetre (26-inch) head
was part of an art collection owned by French businessman Gaston Levy, who founded the
Monoprix chain of grocery and department stores and lived from 1893 to 1977. It had
remained in the family and had never been seen in public. Shown for the first time at an
exhibition in 1912, the sculpture has a special “presence, quality and elegance,” de Ricqles
added. The work is in the likeness of Modigliani’s most well-known portraits, with an oval
face, almond-shaped eyes, a small mouth, a long fine nose and long neck.
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